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This book is the result of over a decade of investigation. It all began in 2004, when I wrote a monograph on gender in Proto-Indo-European (Matasovi ć 2004 ), a synthetic treatment of the development of that category in one of the largest and best-studied language families in the world. One of the conclusions of that book was that gender, as a grammatical category, has an unexpected distribution in Eurasia, in that the languages and language families in the south and west of Eurasia are gendered, while those in the north and east are not. Moreover, gender agreement is mostly adnominal in Indo-European, while it is shown on verbs in all other gendered families of Eurasia. This led me to extend my investigations to other forms of adnominal agreement and to other linguistic areas. In a paper published in 2014 (Matasovi ć 2014a ) I argued that there was a fundamental areal-typological opposition between languages with adnominal agreement and those without it, and that languages with adnominal agreement generally also have verbal agreement, while the converse does not hold. However, the sample of languages on which the 2014 paper was based was too small and it was somewhat biased, as too many languages from Eurasia were included; moreover, the defi nition of verbal agreement used in that article was objectionable, as it was taken for granted that only languages with argument indices coded by affi xes should be taken to instantiate verbal agreement. Clitics were disregarded, and the relationship between clitic and affi xal agreement was not properly discussed. Therefore, a larger and more carefully constructed sample was needed, and several methodological problems had to be addressed. This book grew out of that effort.
I have reported on the progress of my work at several conferences, including "Syntax of the World's Languages V" organized by myself and my colleagues in Dubrovnik in 2012, as well as at "Syntax of the World's Languages VI" in Pavia in 2014. I would like to thank the participants of these conferences for their discussion of my papers, and especially to Tena Gnjatovi ć , who helped me with the Pavia presentation. Part of the research carried out in preparation of this book was supported by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (Bonn), to which I am very grateful for helping me not only now, but at several points in my career.
I would like to thank Martin Haspelmath for being my host at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in 2015, where I used the magnifi cent resources of the Institute's library -probably the largest collection of grammars of "exotic" languages in the world. I am also grateful to Greville Corbett, whose work on gender and agreement provided a lot of theoretical framework for this book, and who offered me advice and help on several occasions. Robert D. Van Valin, Jr. and his colleagues from the Institute of Linguistics in D ü sseldorf University invited me to present the fi rst results of my investigations in December 2015 and I would like to sincerely thank them for the stimulating questions and discussion that followed my presentation. Some of the most diffi cult chapters of this book were written in the winter semester of 2015, while I was a visiting professor in Heidelberg University, and I doubt that I could have fi nished them were it not for the intellectually stimulating atmosphere and good academic resources of that university. I would also like to thank my research assistant, Jurica Polan č ec, who has kindly read the fi rst draft of this book and suggested some corrections and improvements, as well as to Goran Paveli ć for a number of corrections.
Finally, the greatest thanks of all go to my wife, Maja, and to my three sons, Mavro, Lujo and Fran. Writing good books matters, but living with good people while doing it matters more. 
